THE FORMATION  OF ARTICULATE SOUNDS.     337

with tone, namely, g, the explanation of which lies in the
manner in which the intervening u- sound is produced.
For the formation of k the tongue is drawn very far back,
and its anterior portion lies, therefore, both backward
and low; this is, however, the position of the tongue
for u. The lips, it is true, need not necessarily be in the
position ascribed for a full, round u, but this, as we
showed when speaking of the vowels, is not of primary
importance. Now when, after the formation of the ex-
plosive k, the current of air is released, this position of
the tongue gives rise to an u during the short time
which elapses before the tongue can be adjusted for the
following vowel. The position of the tongue for o so
closely resembles that for u that there is little need for
u before o, for it will either be imperceptible in the
rapid change of position which the tongue can here
make, or else the o-position will have been assumed
before the formation of fc.

It may, however, be asked, why, if the above is true,
an u is not heard after every k followed by a vowel, it
being possible to pronounce kabn, kehren. This objection
may be answered at once as follows: If k is uttered
independently, and the tongue afterwards adjusted
for the following vowel, the %-sound will result from
the position of the tongue for k being the same as
that for u; this can be, however, and is prevented by
placing the tongue either exactly or approximately in
the position for the succeeding vowel, before k is allowed
to break out. This will at once be seen from the follow-
ing experiment: Let k be pronounced alone; it will be
followed by an indistinct u ; if then k-elle is pronounced,
it will be distinctly heard as Quette; if, however, Kelle is
pronounced, we shall observe that the tongue is raised
before the formation of k, and thus is prepared for e.